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IN THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing of claims, in 
the Application. 

Listing of claims : 

1. (Currently amended) A method of executing on e r e mot e a software 
management utility command concurrently on a p l ura li ty of r e mot e 
computer systems on a network, each computer system on the network 
having a network address and a software management utility running 
thereon, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

cross-referencing into a table each computer system on the network to the 
network address of the computer system and to the software management 
utility running on the computer system; 

entering the r e mot e software management utility command on a command 
line in a local command interface; 

specifying in the local command interface a plurality of computer systems 
on the network on which the software management utility command is to 
be concurrently executed; 

e nt e r i ng an addr e ss for e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of r e mot e comput e r 
syst e ms i n a group s e ct i on i n th e l oca l command i nt e rfac e ; 

s e nd i ng th e command for e x e cut i on by th e p l ura li ty of r e mot e comput e r 
syst e ms; 
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automat i ca ll y determining , i n r e spons e to s e nd i ng th e command for 
e x e cut i on, whether each one of the plurality of computer systems 
specified in the local command interface is accessible; 

deleting , in response to determining that a specified computer system is 
not accessible, the specified computer system from the local command 
interface th e addr e ss of e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of comput e r syst e ms that 
i s d e t e rm i n e d to b e not acc e ss i b le from th e group s e ct i on ; 

mapping the software management utility command entered in the local 
command interface onto a plurality of corresponding commands, each 
corresponding command being a particular command of a particular 
software management utility running on a particular computer system of 
the specified computer systems remaining in the local command interface; 

dispatching , using the cross-referenced network address of the computer 
systems remaining in the local software command interface, sa4d 
command the corresponding commands to the computer systems 
remaining in the local command interface that ar e d e t e rm i n e d to b e 
acc e ss i b le i n ord e r for th e command to b e concurr e nt l y e x e cut e d by e ach 
on e of th e comput e r syst e ms whos e addr e ss i s le ft i n th e group s e ct i on ; 
and 

r e turn i ng a r e su l t displaying an output of the execution of the command by 
each one of the plurality of computer systems that concurrently executed 
the software management utility command in the local command interface 
to wh i ch th e command i s d i spatch e d . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 21 wherein sa i d st e p of 
automat i ca ll y determining whether each one of the plurality of computer 
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systems specified in the local command interface is accessible the 
comput e r syst e ms acc e ss i b ili ty includes th e st e p of pinging each of said 
computer systems. 

3. Canceled. 

4. Canceled. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 2 further including th e st e p of 
automat i ca ll y re-dispatch inq , after an execution error has been corrected, 
the command for execution to a computer system that failed to execute 
the software management utility command successfully afid — was 
corr e ct e d . 

6. (Currently amended) A computer program product on a data storage ifi-a 
comput e r r e adab le medium having instructions, which when executed by 
a processor for e x e cut i ng on e r e mot e execute a software management 
utility command concurrently on a p l ura li ty of r e mot e computer systems on 
a network, each computer system on the network having a network 
address and a software management utility running thereon, the 
instructions comprising instructions for : 

cross-referencing into a table each computer system on the network to the 
network address of the computer system and to the software management 
utility running on the computer system; 

cod e m e ans for allowing the r e mot e software management utility 
command to be entered on a command line in a local command interface; 
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specifying in the local command interface a plurality of computer systems 
on the network on which the software management utility command is to 
be concurrently executed; 

cod e m e ans for e nt e r i ng an addr e ss for e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of r e mot e 
comput e r syst e ms i n a group s e ct i on i n th e l oca l command i nt e rfac e ; 

cod e m e ans for s e nd i ng th e command for e x e cut i on by th e p l ura li ty of 
r e mot e comput e r syst e ms; 

cod e m e ans for automat i ca ll y determining , i n r e spons e to s e nd i ng th e 
command for e x e cut i on, whether each one of the plurality of computer 
systems specified in the local command interface is accessible; 

cod e m e ans for deleting , in response to determining that a specified 
computer system is not accessible, the specified computer system from 
the local command interface th e addr e ss of e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of 
comput e r syst e ms that i s d e t e rm i n e d to b e not acc e ss i b le from th e group 

mapping the software management utility command entered in the local 
command interface onto a plurality of corresponding commands, each 
corresponding command being a particular command of a particular 
software management utility running on a particular computer system of 
the specified computer systems remaining in the local command interface; 

cod e m e ans for dispatching , using the cross-referenced network address 
of the computer systems remaining in the local software command 
interface, sa i d command the corresponding commands to the computer 
systems remaining in the local command interface that ar e d e t e rm i n e d to 
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b e acc e ss i b le i n ord e r for th e command to b e concurr e nt l y e x e cut e d by 
e ach on e of th e comput e r syst e ms whos e addr e ss i s le ft i n th e group 

cod e m e ans for r e turn i ng a r e su l t displaying an output of the execution of 
the command by each one of the plurality of computer systems that 
concurrently executed the software management utility command in the 
local command interface to wh i ch th e command i s d i spatch e d . 

7. (Currently amended) The computer program product of Claim 22 wherein 
sa i d cod e m e ans for automat i ca ll y determining whether each one of the 
plurality of computer systems specified in the local command interface is 
accessible th e comput e r syst e ms acc e ss i b ili ty includes cod e m e ans for 
pinging each of said computer systems. 

8. Canceled. 

9. Canceled. 

10. (Currently amended) The computer program product of Claim 7 
further including cod e m e ans for automat i ca ll y re-dispatching, after an 
execution error has been corrected, the command for execution to a 
computer system that failed to execute the software management utility 
command successfully and was corr e ct e d . 

11. (Currently amended) An apparatus having a processor for processing 
instructions for executing on e r e mot e a software management utility 
command concurrently on a p l ura li ty of r e mot e computer systems on a 
network, each computer system on the network having a network address 
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and a software management utility running thereon, the instructions 
comprising instructions for : 

cross-referencing into a table each computer system on the network to the 
network address of the computer system and to the software management 
utility running on the computer system; 

m e ans for entering the r e mot e software management utility command on 
a command line in a local command interface; 

specifying in the local command interface a plurality of computer systems 
on the network on which the software management utility command is to 
be concurrently executed; 

m e ans for e nt e r i ng an addr e ss for e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of r e mot e 
comput e r syst e ms i n a group s e ct i on i n th e l oca l command i nt e rfac e ; 

m e ans for s e nd i ng th e command for e x e cut i on by th e p l ura li ty of r e mot e 
comput e r syst e ms; 

m e ans for automat i ca ll y determining^ — in — r e spons e to s e nd i ng th e 
command for e x e cut i on, whether each one of the plurality of computer 
systems specified in the local command interface is accessible; 

m e ans for deleting , in response to determining that a specified computer 
system is not accessible, the specified computer system from the local 
command interface th e addr e ss of e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of comput e r 
syst e ms that i s d e t e rm i n e d to b e not acc e ss i b le from th e group s e ct i on ; 
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mapping the software management utility command entered in the local 
command interface onto a plurality of corresponding commands, each 
corresponding command being a particular command of a particular 
software management utility running on a particular computer system of 
the specified computer systems remaining in the local command interface; 

m e ans for dispatching , using the cross-referenced network address of the 
computer systems remaining in the local software command interface, 
sa i d command the corresponding commands to the computer systems 
remaining in the local command interface that ar e d e t e rm i n e d to b e 
acc e ss i b le i n ord e r for th e command to b e concurr e nt l y e x e cut e d by e ach 
on e of th e comput e r syst e ms whos e addr e ss i s le ft i n th e group s e ct i on ; 
and 

m e ans for r e turn i ng a r e su l t displaying an output of the execution of the 
command by each one of the plurality of computer systems that 
concurrently executed the software management utility command in the 
local command interface to wh i ch th e command i s d i spatch e d . 

12. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 23 wherein sa i d m e ans 
for automat i ca ll y determining whether each one of the plurality of 
computer systems specified in the local command interface is accessible 
th e comput e r syst e ms acc e ss i b ili ty includes m e ans for pinging each of 
said computer systems. 

13. Canceled. 

14. Canceled. 
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15. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 12 further including m e ans 
for automat i ca ll y re-dispatching , after an execution error has been 
corrected, the command for execution to a computer system that failed to 
execute the software management utility command successfully and was 
corr e ct e d . 

16. (Currently amended) A computer system for executing on e r e mot e a 
software management utility command concurrently on a p l ura li ty of 
r e mot e computer systems on a network, each computer system on the 
network having a network address and a software management utility 
running thereon, the computer system comprising: 

at least a memory device for storing data; 

at least a processor for processing the data to cross-reference into a table 
each computer system on the network to the network address of the 
computer system and to the software management utility running on the 
computer system, to allow the r e mot e software management utility 
command to be entered on a command line in a local command interface, 
to specify in the local command interface a plurality of computer systems 
on the network on which the software management utility command is to 
be concurrently executed, to e nt e r an addr e ss for e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty 
of r e mot e comput e r syst e ms i n a group s e ct i on i n th e l oca l command 
i nt e rfac e , to s e nd th e command for e x e cut i on by th e p l ura li ty of r e mot e 
comput e r syst e ms , to automat i ca ll y determine , i n r e spons e to s e nd i ng th e 
command for e x e cut i on, whether each one of the plurality of computer 
systems specified in the local command interface is accessible, to delete i 
in response to determining that a specified computer system is not 
accessible, the specified computer system from the local command 
interface th e addr e ss of e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of comput e r syst e ms that 
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i s d e t e rm i n e d to b e not acc e ss i b le from th e group s e ct i on , to map the 
software management utility command entered in the local command 
interface onto a plurality of corresponding commands, each corresponding 
command being a particular command of a particular software 
management utility running on a particular computer system of the 
specified computer systems remaining in the local command interface, to 
d ispatch , using the cross-referenced network address of the computer 
systems remaining in the local software command interface, sa4d 
command the corresponding commands to the computer systems 
remaining in the local command interface that ar e d e t e rm i n e d to b e 
acc e ss i b le i n ord e r for th e command to b e concurr e nt l y e x e cut e d by e ach 
on e of th e comput e r syst e ms whos e addr e ss i s le ft i n th e group s e ct i on , 
and to r e turn a r e su l t display an output of the execution of the command 
by each one of the plurality of computer systems that concurrently 
executed the software management utility command in the local command 
interface to wh i ch th e command i s d i spatch e d . 

17. (Currently amended) The computer system of Claim 24 wherein said 
processor automat i ca ll y determines whether each one of the plurality of 
computer systems specified in the local command interface is accessible 
th e n e twork comput e r syst e ms op e rab ili ty by pinging each of said n e twork 
computer systems. 

18. Canceled. 

19. Canceled. 

20. (Currently amended) The computer system of Claim 16 wherein the at 
least one processor further re-dispatches , after an execution error has 
been corrected, the command automatically to a n e twork computer 
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system that failed to execute the software management utility command 
successfully and was corr e ct e d . 

21. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[1]]] 25 wherein the r e su l t 
output of the execution of the command is streamed. 

22. (Currently amended) The computer program product of Claim [[6]] 26 the 
r e su l t output of the execution of the command is streamed. 

23. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 44 27 wherein the r e su l t 
output of the execution of the command is streamed. 

24. (Currently amended) The computer system of Claim 46 28 wherein the 
r e su l t output of the execution of the command is streamed. 

25. (New) The method of Claim 1 wherein mapping the software management 
utility command entered in the local command interface onto the plurality 
of corresponding commands includes determining, using the table, 
whether the software management utility command entered in the local 
command interface can be translated into the corresponding command of 
the software management utility running on each one of the plurality of the 
specified computer systems and generating an error message in response 
to determining that the software management utility command entered in 
the local command interface cannot be translated into the corresponding 
command of the software management utility running on a computer 
system of the plurality of the specified computer systems. 

26. (New) The computer program product of Claim 6 wherein mapping the 
software management utility command entered in the local command 
interface onto the plurality of corresponding commands includes 
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determining, using the table, whether the software management utility 
command entered in the local command interface can be translated into 
the corresponding command of the software management utility running 
on each one of the plurality of the specified computer systems and 
generating an error message in response to determining that the software 
management utility command entered in the local command interface 
cannot be translated into the corresponding command of the software 
management utility running on a computer system of the plurality of the 
specified computer systems. 

27. (New) The apparatus of Claim 11 wherein mapping the software 
management utility command entered in the local command interface onto 
the plurality of corresponding commands includes determining, using the 
table, whether the software management utility command entered in the 
local command interface can be translated into the corresponding 
command of the software management utility running on each one of the 
plurality of the specified computer systems and generating an error 
message in response to determining that the software management utility 
command entered in the local command interface cannot be translated 
into the corresponding command of the software management utility 
running on a computer system of the plurality of the specified computer 
systems. 

28. (New) The computer system of Claim 16 wherein mapping the software 
management utility command entered in the local command interface onto 
the plurality of corresponding commands includes determining, using the 
table, whether the software management utility command entered in the 
local command interface can be translated into the corresponding 
command of the software management utility running on each one of the 
plurality of the specified computer systems and generating an error 
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message in response to determining that the software management utility 
command entered in the local command interface cannot be translated 
into the corresponding command of the software management utility 
running on a computer system of the plurality of the specified computer 
systems. 
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